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Abstract

The Russia-Ukraine war continued for more than four months after the out-
break, entering a prolonged phase. The war signals reappearance of the con-
flict of sphere of influence in terms of international politics, while also
suggesting that the prevention and resolution of disputes through multilateral
methods such as the United Nations and the European Union are at its limit.
On the military side, it can be evaluated that Russia showed inconsistency
with military goals without clearly defining the ultimate purpose of the war
and revealed the limitations in carrying out efficient operations. In terms of
emerging security, it showed a pattern of war in which the major actors of
war spreads from the national level to individuals and companies, and the
space of war expands to cyber and space. The use of economic resources
such as energy and food as a means of carrying out the war was also one of
the defining characteristics of this war. The United States initially failed to
show its ability to deter Russian aggression, excluding direct military inter-
vention in Ukraine, and failed to respond effectively to Russian nuclear threats
even after the war. With President Biden emphasizing ‘smart power,” the bipo-
larization of the international order is expected to be inevitable due to Wash-
ington’s alliance-centered diplomatic strategy. It can be seen that Russia took
control of the Donbas region as a result of the war and prevented Ukraine
from joining the NATO. However, as one of the permanent members of the

UN Security Council, it has suffered a decisive blow to its international rep-

86

utation, losing trust in former-Soviet and/or Russian-speaking countries,
while providing an opportunity for neutral Finland and Sweden to join the
NATO. Europe is also expected to continue its efforts to strengthen itself by
pushing for the creation of a joint military force in the EU amid a failure of
mediation diplomacy and heightening security sensitivity as a result of the
war. China maintained a cautious and neutral position in the early stage of
the war, but as the war prolonged, it emphasized political solutions through
international organizations such as the UN and is seeking to create strategic
profits in the post-war international order. As the Russia-Ukraine war is likely
to change the way the international order works, South Korea should also
pursue foreign strategy that combines self-strengthening in security and flex-
ibility in diplomacy. As the failure of Ukraine's denuclearization model is
likely to serve as a negative factor in resolving the North Korean nuclear prob-

lem, a deterrence-centered approach to the existing nuclear threat is required.
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