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Abstract

The Evolution of Kim Jong Un’s Tourism Strategy:
Reconfiguration of Strategic Axes and Prospects for
Inbound Tourism

Jisun Yi

(Institute for National Security Strategy)

This study examines North Korea’'s evolving tourism strategy under Kim Jong Un by
analyzing tourism policies over the past five years and the development of the Wonsan-
Kalma Coastal Tourist Area and Samjiyon Mountain Tourist Area. Around the Ninth Party
Congress, North Korea’s tourism strategy shifted toward three pillars: improving its “civilized
state” image, expanding economic gains, and linking tourism with local development.
Tourism increasingly functions as a “complex strategic industry” combining diplomacy,
economic objectives, and regional development. Future expansion is likely to proceed in a
phased and selective manner—from Russia to China, friendly states, and eventually third
countries. Under an optimistic scenario, annual tourism spending by Russian and Chinese
visitors could reach US$140-340 million. Structural constraints, however, including
centralized control, infrastructure limitations, and image—management concerns, are likely

to limit broader economic spillover effects.

Keywords: North Korea tourism: Wonsan-Kalma Coastal Tourist Area; Samjiyon Mountain

Tourist Area; regional development policy; civilized state
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