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Abstract

A ‘lower—-level institutionalization’ for the Peaceful
Coexistence of the Korean Peninsula and the
Cooperation with Neighboring Countries

Ki-Young Sung
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

In his March 1st speech, President Lee Jae-myung declared the goal of converting the
armistice system to a peace regime by easing substantial tensions between the two Koreas
and cooperating with related countries. It is necessary to focus on ‘lower level of
institutionalization’ rather than ‘higher level of institutionalization” in order to design a
peaceful coexistence order that responds to environmental changes such as a decline of
interest in the United States by North Korea and an increase of China and Russia’s influence
on North Korea. The A Korean Peninsula Peace Declaration and /A Korean Peninsula Peace
Framework can be considered as measures of ‘lower level of institutionalization’ that can
be implemented at this stage. The Korean Peninsula Peace Declaration only includes the
key elements for institutionalizing peaceful coexistence of the Korean Peninsula, such as
A\ the end of the Korean War A mutual non—aggression and security assurance A military
confidence building measures. The agenda and implementation structure, a roadmap of
the peace treaty are presented through an interim agreement called the Korean Peninsula
Peace Framework. A North Korea—US summit should be held during President Trump’s
term in order to initiate the institutionalize peace and coexistence on the Korean Peninsula,
while a high-level strategic dialogue on Korean Peninsula issues with China should be
promoted. At the same time, it is necessary to address Japan’s security concerns. What is
also necessary is to make the most of Russia’s influence on North Korea. After agreeing to

a peace declaration on the Korean Peninsula and a peace framework through a six—party
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(the two Koreas, US, China, Japan, Russia) dialogues, we should consider negotiating for a
peace treagy on the Korean Peninsula through four—party talks between the two Koreas,
the US and China.

Keywords: Korean Peninsula peace declaration, Korean Peninsula peace framework, six—

party talks, four—party talks
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