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Abstract

Analysis of North Korea's Revised Constitution and
Policy Considerations

[I-Gi Kim-In-tae Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

In March 2026, during the First Session of the 15th Supreme People’s Assembly, North Korea
amended its Constitution and renamed it from the “Socialist Constitution” to simply the
“Constitution.” This ninth constitutional revision under Kim Jong-un can be characterized as a
“Surydng Constitution” and a “Kim Jong-un Constitution,” aimed at institutionalizing his
monolithic rule and formalizing the “Two-State Era” on the Korean Peninsula. The revised
Constitution has four major features. First, it strengthens Kim Jong-un’s personal rule by
deleting references to Kim lI-sung and Kim Jong-il, redefining the Chairman of the State Affairs
Commission as the “head of state,” and granting him command over nuclear forces and legislative
veto authority. Second, it constitutionalizes the “two-state theory” by introducing a territorial
clause and removing references to reunification and the Korean nation, or minjok. Third, it
entrenches North Korea's nuclear-armed-state line by elevating the nuclear force operation
system from the statutory to the constitutional level. Fourth, it weakens socialist rhetoric,
including references to “socialism” and free welfare, and replaces it with state-centered
principles of governance. Overall, the revised Constitution represents a “semantic constitution”
that imitates the form of a normal state without imposing substantive limits on power. It also
reflects the emergence of “Kim Jong—un-style statism,” in which socialist ideology is increasingly
replaced by state—centered rule. In response, South Korea needs to prepare for peaceful
coexistence by pursuing military confidence-building measures, adopting a strategy of “one
state at the domestic level and two states at the inter—Korean level,” and securing humanitarian

cooperation channels in areas such as public health and disaster response.

Keywords: North Korea, Workers’ Party Congress, Two States, Supreme People’s Assembly, Constitution
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