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Abstract

Proposals for the Reopening of the Inter-Korean Joint Liaison Office

Ho-Hong Kim
Kyoung-Sook Kim
(Institute for National Security Strategy)

Blowing up the Gaeseong Joint Liaison Office by North Korea severely damaged inter-
Korean relations as well as disrupted the Korean Peninsula Peace Process. The Killing of a
South Korean Citizen near Yeonpyeong Island by North Korean troops on September 21
also caused difficulties in reconciliation and peace between two Koreas. It is not desirable
for inter-Korean relations to return to the tension-ridden state that has continued to worsen
the situation on the Korean Peninsula. There should not be a long hiatus in the ‘time of
two Koreas.’ The Inter-Korean Joint Liaison Office should be reopened as soon as possible.
However, various challenges and obstacles should be considered. First of all, the South and
the North should restart dialogue to reopen a round-the-clock consultation channel and then
on how to alleviate military tension and build trust. The task and size of the Gaeseong Joint
Liasion Office can be maintained at the existing level, but measures should be prepared to
enhance the stability of its operation. Two Koreas should establish permanent representative

offices in Seoul and Pyongyang if inter-Korean relations improve further.

Keywords: inter-Korean Summit, Panmunjom Declaration, round-the-clock consultation channel, Gaeseong Joint
Liaison Office, institutional stability
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